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EXAMEN. 


Of the Way of 


Teaching the Latine Tongue 
to Little Children, by ' 


«4 alone. 


_— FOOT PR" —_ 


$ H AZ, L 
The Occafion of this Writing. 


"73, Emdis ſome Months ſince, that 
ON $2 there was much diſcourſe 
Nc Pars about a_ young 
=D Child, knowing no other 

Language , but Latin, and ufing 
- the ſame as other Intants do cheir 
F - Mother-tong, A perſon of quality 
f B having 


zZ Anew way of Teaching Childzen 


having made mention of it to the 
King , his Majeſty would ſee it; and 
thereupon it was ſeen by all the | 
Court, Every body diſcourſed of 
the confidence of the Child, of the 
pretty things it ſpake and of its man- 
ner of ſpeaking them, TI have ſeen j 
it twice, andentertain'd it well nigh |. 
three hours, and muſt confeſs, it ſur- | 
priſed me , notwithſtanding all I had [jr 
heard ſaid of it before, to its advan- | 
tage. | ; 
This Child had not yet fogr years. 
T found it very cheartul, aQtive and 
confident, and withall obſerv'd judg- j, 
ment and 4 good nature in all it did, 
I ſpoke ro ir of many things, which 
was impoſſible, it could fore-ſee, 
It underſtood very well all I ſaid to 
it, and anſwer'd me with ſuch frank- 
neſs. that whatſoever I may ſpeake of 
it, I ſhall never make 1t appeare ſo. 
much, as it is, I have not heard ir 
ſpeak one word , Which was not pro- 
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pers and it hath ey'n thedexterity to 
vary the expreſſions , when it is obli- 
s'd to ſay often the ſame thing, Jt 
commits no faulc in the Tnflextops , 
and is not only exact in what it ſpeaks, 
but with a ſtrange quickneſs taketh 
Jup and corrects thoſe, that ſpeak not 
right, Some body having ask'd it, 
Ub; ibis 4 prandis;it reaif'd him,ſay- 
id ing, Quo i542 An other ſaying, 
)- |Conſcendere in equo, he reply'd' E- 
1quum con(cendere, Another uſing the 

. [word Azaſo, to ſignifie a Groom of 
he Stable , this Child ar firſt percet- 

8- [ved not this impropriery ; but one of 
- jthem, that were preſent giving it to 
underſtand, that they were ſpeakins 

of a man that leads a horſe, he ſug- 
geſted the word Equiſs to: him: that 
had committed rhis fault, Which 

of few Inſtances may ſhew, what ex- 
actneſs it obſerves 16 Words. Inſtan- 
ces alſo might be given for a mark 
Jot its Indgement in ſuch particulars, 


= 
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as occurred where it was, if we were 
not to Iudge of the Education of afh 
Child, rather by the connexion and" c 
ſequele of all its words, than by cer-| 
tain particular occurrences ; there be-| 
ing almoit no Child , which occaſi-| 
onally will not ſay ſomething or o-| 
ther, which is ſurprifing, 

Every body will eafily gueſs, thathf 
this Child can never have had other| a 
Rules for its language, than ſe and} 
Converſation, The Father thereof was|t 
happy in finding two friends honeſt}n 
and abie, who asked it of him uponhe 
its being wean'd, Tis maniteſt, thatfp 
rhey have omitted nothing that mightÞd 
ſerve either for giving it the purity / 
of the Language, or tor poſſeſſing ita 


With goud Vianners; and that theirſy 


cheif care and induſtry, ro render thefic 
Child what it is, conſiſted, as fotj 
Manners, in ſpeaking all things to 
it with diſcretion, in removing itt 
from all evill Examples , andin pre-J/ 

{enting 
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zreſcnting to irnothing bur what was 
- at harmleſs and honeſt 5 and what con- 
nd! cern'd the Langage, in uſing none bur 


ding in its preſence thoſe, that ſpoke 
falſe. This is the reflexion,whiche very 
Wiſe and very Vertuous Princefl e 
madeupon this Child, after ſhe had 
ſeen it above an hour converſe with 
1er|a Perſonof quality; adding, That, 


nd) how advantagious ſoever the way of - 


vaS|teaching a Language (which 1s left 
eſt]no where but in Books) might ſeem 
2oNIto her, yet ſhe was farr more ſur- 
hatIpriſed at the Openneſs of the un- 
?htfderſtanZing of this Child , than its 
ity] Ability in ſpeaking this Language z 
g 1tJalthough ſhe believed , that the way, 
1eitÞwherin it had been tau;;ht, had much 
they contributed romake it ſo rational and 
tory ſo well diſpoſed, as it was, 

to} Now the ſucceſs of this Educa- 
| itf]tion, the Importance of Learning 
re-JArts and Sciences, wherewith the 
109 B 3 Latin 
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proper and fir words, and inreprehen- 
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T tuccesfull, 


Latin Tong is ſo much link'd , and | 


the extreme difficulty there is in the| 


Common ways of learning ir, have * 
iminiſtred unto me ſome thoughts | 
and confiderattons, which I judged 
were notamiſs to be pur in writing | 
although I chink nor, I ſhall perſuade 
all, that ſhall rake the pains of rea-F 
ding them ; and although Ialfo knoy,| 
that many of thoſe, who ſhall have, 
the ſame thoughrs with me, ſhall| 
not be in a condition to put themin 
Execution and practiſe, for want ei- 
ther of aſubject, or of perſons ca-| 
pable to make ſuch an attempt 


WELIA 


en 


FI IRA 


the? Latin Tongue by ale alone. 


7 


CHAP IL 
That this way of Leaching 


languages 15 yery Antient, 


and infallible. 


N the mean time, there is nothing 
more Natural, nor \more Infallible; . 


| than this ſucceſs; and I wonder lels, 
' thatthe Maſters of this Child reſfol- 


ved to inſtructir after this manner , 


than that all the world does nor 


thelike, For firf, no man is igno- 


' rant, thatſince the beginning of the 


World unto this day every one hath 
learnt his Mother-cong without Rules, 
and ſpoken it better, than any other. 


> Secondly, as to forrain Languages, 
! all knowlikewiſe, rhar the ſhorteſt, 
| ſureſt and eafteſt ——_ of learning 


them, is,to goe into the Contry's, 


where they are Vulgar, where Rules 
B 4 are 
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are needleſs to learn them, Thirdly, \ 
tis alſo knowne , that Montaene learnt 
the Latiz tongue from the Breaſt , 
which way of learning it ſucceeded 
ſo well, that this Example alone was 
ſufficient to encourage the attempt | 


of thoſe, whom we now ſpeak of. 
There is therefore no reaſon art all 
to wonder either at the undertaking, 
or the ſucceſs, Mean while 'tis Iuft, 
to give them, in both, the honour 
due unto them, Firſt, though the 
Way propoſ'd be 7zfallible, yer 
*tis certain , that there arenot many 
perſons fit to accompliſh ſo readily 
and ſo fully, what they have done, 
And I cannot ſay, that the mieeting | 
with a child of good natural parts 
hath much helped chem, For, be- | 
fides that Children , whether they | 
be ſprightly or no, learn almoſt equal- | 
ly well their Mother-rong, it appears | 
not, that this Child , we ſpeak of, 
had any, advantage of that nature | 
above |} 
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| above many others. Me thinks , 1 


" hive nothing more in him, chad. 


a habit of reaſoning , and a certain 
docibleneſs , which ſeems to proceed 
from nothing elſe, than from the 
manner, which thoſe that have taught 
him , lived and converſed with him 
in, "And 1 am confirm'd in this 
thought by the Example of two o- 
ther Children very young,that are en- 


tred into the ſame condud , 12nd that 


have almoſt nothing Childiſhin them, 
but the Motions and oaynels, which 


are inſeparable from that age, 
* and which areſfo neceſſaryfor it. 


Secondly , the Example of Mox- 


| tagnedid not much remove the coubts, 


which might rationally occur in 
rhis matter ,, We know nothing 


| ofit , but _ himſelf faith of it ; 
and it might be doubted, Whether 


the Eſſay, that was made of this 
method upon his perſon had all the 
{ucceſs, he relaterhz this Author 

having 
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having with the qualities , that ren- | 
der him eſteem'd, the ill repute of 
ſerting too high a prize on thoſe 
things, that were advantagious to | 
him , or which he believed tobe ſuch, | 
Ic might alſo be doubred , Whether | 
the thing would ſucceed in ſo popu- |} 
lous a City , as Parts, and with per- 
ſons not lodging alone , and not be- | 
ing maſters of thoſe, they lodge | 
with; it having ſucceeded inthe ſo- | 
litudes of Perigort, and in a Caſtle, 
where all obeyed Montagne's Father, | 
who had impoſed filence to all thac ; 
were about his ſon, thoſe excepted, 
that could ſpeak Zatin to him. : 
Laſtly, it might be feard, that | 
either the thing would not ſucceed , 
or it would be requiſite ro maintain | 
a number of good Latinifs about þ 
this Child, as the Father of Mozx- | 
tazne had done about his Son, which 
would have cauſed great expenſes. 


Ic is eafte,to ſatisfy all theſe doubts | 
after | 
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afrec the Events but it was not fo 
f | eafte toforeſee it , and yerlels eafte, 
e | well to manage ſuch a deligne, 
Oo | Whenone ſees things done, they are 
1, | not found difficult, and often they 
Tr |} are foundthe more eaſy and the more 
- | natural-, the more pains they have 
- | Coſt ro: do them, Nothing ap- 
- | pears mote eaſy to. invent , than 
e | Printing. and the Sea-compaſs , and 
- } nothing more obvious, than to diſ- 
cover the Circulation of the Blood, The 
Principles. of it have been known 
morethan 1800. years agoe, There 
wanted norhing, but to make des 
ductions, And yetthe World hath 
been, 'as 'twere, aſleep untill theſe 
later times, in things.of that impor- 
tance, which now appear ſo clear 
, andealy , that it ſeems. not credible , 
{ Either that they ſhould nor have been 
' undeſtood. or that there ſhould 
: haveinterpoſed the leaſt difficulty.in 
ts” putting them in execution, But _ 
l OC 
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doe not therefore eſteem thoſe the 
teſs, that have ſhew'd them us ; for, 
either we muſt univerſally 'diſeſteem 
all men, that have been before us, 
tor not having found choſe things, 
which preſented themſelyes to them 
2s *twere of their own accord ; orwe | 
are highly to eſteem thoſe, who had | 
the Wit and Indgement to ſee thoſe | 
conſequences, which ſo many men | 
had not perceived for ſo many Ages. 
I think, I doe not uſe too much 
exaggeration, when I compare this 
manger of teaching Infants Latiz with 
the Invention of Prizting and the Sea- 
Compaſs , and to the Diſcovery of 
the Bloods Circulation 3 and poſſibly 
thoſe , that ſhall read this, will Indge 
of it as I doe, when they ſhall have 
conſidered ; firſt, How important it 
15s to know the Latiztongue, Second- 
ly, The advantages, that occurre | 
in this manner of teaching it, to _ 
know 


F 
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know ir well. Thirdly, The conſe- 
quences of thoſe advantages, 


© —_ - —————— —— ——— 


CHAP III. 
| The importance of the Latin 
Tong. 


Is needleſs , to infiſt mach vp- 
on the ſhewing the Importance - 
of the Latin Toxane, *Tis known to 
all, that there is no publick Frofe- 
Mon of any ſcience to be made(the 
Mathematicks perhaps excepted) 
without knowing that Tons, Not 
that iris abſolurely neceſſary for the 
Learning of © any of the humane ſcien- 
ces; but that * tis an eſtabliſh't Cuſtom, 
tO examine and to ExetcCiſe in Latin, 
as well thoſe that are tobe admitted 
| to the practiſe of the Law and Phy- 
| {ick, as thoſe, that are to be received 
* into EcclefiaRticall Funttions, Tis alſs 
obvious 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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obvious, how uſefull it is to know 
that Tongue, not onely to be able 
to read prophane Authors in their 
own language, but alſo to underſtand 
the Unulcar Latin Tranſlation of the 
Bible, and the Latin Fathers : That 
"tis alſo little leſs than abſolutely ne- 
ceſfary, not only to underſtand it , 
bur alſo to write and ſpeak it, if you 
wil have any correſpondence with rhe 
more Northern Nations, either in 
aftairs of State, or in matter of Lear- 
ning and Sciences: That it renders 
very eaſy to us the underftanding of | 
Spaniſh and Fralian: Laſtly, T hac Þ 
a man can {carce paſs tor an Able | 
man, except he underſtand Latin , | 
Cuſtome here carrying it from Rea- 
ſon; though one may know it with- 
out being an Able man, and become 
very knowing and veiy able without 
underſtanding it, | 
Although the greateſt part of th 
World think not on all theſe reaſons, | 
tis | 
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'tis obvious that moſt are perſwaded 
(I know not How ) of the neceſlity 
ot knowing the Zatiz Tongue , for- 
asmuch as their Children are ſubjec- 
red ro incrediblepains to learn it, and 
fince alſo one of the moſt coſtdera- 


ble parts of our life is ſacrific'd there- 
ro, In the mean time this is clear, 
That what uſe ſoever may be 


| made of the knowledg of this Tongue, 


yet that were to be eſteem'd very 
inconfiderable , if it ſhould take us 
oft from the knowledge of Things. 


— —w—__———___n__ 


CHAP. Iv. 
An Examen of the Common 
way of Teaching Latin. 


T is therefore ſtrange enough, that 
commonly for the Teaching of La- 


| tin (which may be called the Larn- 
| 2uare Of the Learnd) there is uſed 


{uch 


15 
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ſuch a way , of which the moſt con-| 
fiderable effe& is, to put moſt menſ. 
out of the way to become Learn'd 
and co bring it to paſs , That theyſ : 
know a few things very late and veryf| 
imperfectly, And theſe inconvenien-ſ| « 
ces are the more intolerable , that 
that Conduct, after it hath needleſlyſ| 7 
engag'd us to preferre the knowledg off ' 
| Words'tothat of Thines (which is a © 
great Evill) doth not conduce of f 

[ 

t 

E 

V 


reach useven that Language, which 
| we haveſacrificed all unto. Above 
| all rhings, it being moſt eaſte, 
| to re-eſtabliſh an Antient tryed way, 
| which 1s infallible eaſte, ſhort, and} V 
as commodious for the knowledg off !t 
Things, as advantagious for the 
knowledge of Words. tl 
And yet this is very near, whath 
happens in the Ordinary method off R 
| Teaching Latin ro Children, All ſ 
| which will appear by what follows, | 
Bur I believe, that all thoſe, who al 
thall 
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ſhall read this Tract ,doe acknowledge 
before-hand, rthar one cannot ſhew 
the advantages of 8#r way of Teache 
ing generally all Tengues, and par- 
ticularly the Zatin, by Yſe , but by 
oppoting it to the defectiveneſs of 
the Rules , thar conſtitute the Ordte 
z4r3 Mechod ; AndIhope, they will 
in the ſequele ecafily diſtinguiſh choke 
defects that cannot be avoided, from 
ſuch, as may, without changing al- 
togerher the common roads and 
that they will ſoon find , that what- 
ever care be taken to betcer it, it 
will never (o be adyantagious as this, 


| which we recommend , as alſo that 


it would not be impoſſible to render 
this as Uniyerſall and as Pablick,as 
thar, which hath been hitherto recei- 


| ved and pradtis'd, at leaſt for the 


Rich and Great, and perhaps for pets 
ſons alſo of a mean Condition, 
They commonly pfit their Chils 


| dren into the Colledg at the age 
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of6. or 7, years , and keep them there 
till 17. or 18, One forgets eaſily e- 
non gh pains -that are pafled ; bur 
thoſe. that have been endured all thar 
time , are ſo long and fo irkſome, 
that with very little thinking they 
may ealiiy be remembred, I ſpeak 
not of Children untowardly born ; 
I ſpeak of thoſe , that havea mind to 
learn ,and are naturally diſpoſed there- 
unto: What trouble and vexation 


| 
| 
| 
] 
; 


t 
t 
: 


mult they undergoe , to diſtinguiſh] t 


all the parts of a diſcourſe ; to learn 
all the infletions or Accidents there- 
of; to connect them for good fence; 
to know all their reſpe&s and depen- 
dences; to learn wordss to diſtin- 
ouiſh all cheir fignifications and pro- 
prieries ; to apprehend the order they 
areto keep to one another &rc? All 
theſe things are certainly very diffi- 
cult inthemſelves , and arethe more 
ſo to Children , in that they leſs com- 
prehend what it means, that they are 

taken 
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taken all at once from the Com- 
metce of the World to: ſpeake a 
language to them, they underſtand 
not , which they think they need nor, 
and which affords them no pleaſure 
at all , bur rather deprives them of 
all their diverttſements , gives them 
much trouble , and draws on them all 
the little puniſhments, and redious 
treatments which they cannot be ex- 
empred fiom, how much ſoever you 
be inclined to edncate chem with in- 
venuity and gentleneſs, When a 


| Child js punithr for having beaten 


| 


| tough , of the evill it hath done,and 
c 


another, for lying,ſtealing,e>7.it under- 
ſtands well enough, that it hath done 
ill; and though it ſhould not know 
it, yer if ſeeth that in thoſe things 
there is equal Inſtice done to all chil- 
dren, they paſſing every where for 
faulrs which deſerve puniſhment : Bur 
it would be pretty difficulc, to give 
to alittle child a reaion, naturall e- 
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of the puniſhment it hath deſerved 
for having miſ-conſtrued an Agje- 
five with a S#bfantive , and why|t 
we exact that of him, which we re-| y 
quire not from ſo many other Chil-| a 
dren, who doe no more than to read, ſ 0 
write and ſpeak their Language,with-| e 
out being oblig'd to take notice ei-} t 
ther of Declenfions , or Conjugations ,| e 
or Syntax, or Heteroclites , nor any] v 
of all thoſe perplexities of Texſes a 


oo» 


Caſes , Perſons , Articles, and Con-| 1 
firuitions, Tis notorious, how great] b 
an averſion we naturally have trom| 7 
all what is conſtrain'd , and how ſure 
a means it is to hinder Children from a 
Coing a thing, to command them to it 
doe it, though even that, which ir 
they are commanded , ſhould be a-| T 
greable to them, And thence 'tis|| $ 
eaſte to gueſs, what averſion they] s 
naturally conceive for athing paintullſ rc 
in it ſelf, wherein it ſeems , that we le 
command them only to command| 6 

them, 
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their Studies may appear, as. if we 
would make them believe, we took 
a kind of pleaſure in tormenting them, 
or at leaft that we indulged them nor 
enough , ſince, beſides the difficul- 
ties which ſeem unavoidable , wealſo 
engage them in ſuch , as might be a- 
voided; as ſome Perſons very able 
and very well verſed in the Art of 
Teaching Children have ſhew'd , 
both by their J7itings, and by the 
T:yals they have made, 

[n thoſe WWrirings it hath been made 
appear, firſf, Ot what importance 


it would be, togive (for example) 


in French the Rules of the Latin 
Tongue , that are given in Latin, 
Secondly, How much more adyanta- 
*i0us 1t woald be, to make Children 


read Authors as ſoon as they have 


learnt the more general Rules of the 
Grammar , and not to oblige them 


to tranſlate French into ZL#7z, but 
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when they ſhall - hve known, by 
the reading of Authors, the pro- 
priety of the words, their order. and 
dependences. We {hall not repeat 
--here, whatmay be ſeen in thole Wri- 
tings; but r'is caſte to infer from 
what is there layd down (which expe- 
rience confirms eyery day ) that 'tis 
almoſt impoſſible , that a young man, 
edycared after that manner, <ntring 
into Rhetorick , can therein produce 
any thing but whatis very mediocre, 
{ince *tis impoſſible to write well in 
a Language, which one underſtand; 
not well, and well ro underſtand 7 
dead Tongue, bur by a long uſc 
of Authors; and that the Schollars, 
who are taught it, have almoſt read 
nothing of Authors in the other Forms, * 
Thus they commonly ſpend two 
yeares in that Form in compoſing af 
Language they underſtand nortſ ' 
*Tis true, that then 'tis endeayou- 
rd to make them underſtand it by 


Reading 
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Reading; but*tis too late, to make 
them begin what they ſhould have 
done before they undertook any com- 
poſition, Thus all , they can have pro- 
fired at the end of thoſe two yeares, 
is, to have got by their Reading 
ſome reliſh for the Latin Tongue, yer 
without any readineſs either to expreſs 


themſelves therein in familiar con- © 


yerſation, or to write of any confide- 
rable matter in the ſame s which two 
things are of a more important,more 
frequent and more univerſal Uſe,than 
thoſe Themes in the Air, which are 
given them to dilate upon , teaching 
them to ſay thit in many pages, 
which they migkt ſay in few lines, 
It is needleſs to add here the dif- 
advantage, there isin all this as ro 
Rhetorick ; tis {ſufficient to take no- 
tice , that none bur a very inconſide- 
rable progreſs can bemade in che La- 
tin Tongue the Old way, And yet 
that is all the fruit of C, or, 7, yeares: 
C. 4 In 
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In regard of which ſlender proficien- 
Cy,it would be the more proper not 
to expoſe a young habit, which hath 
coſt ſa much, andis yer ſo feeble, 
to (o many things , that may weaken 
ir, Bur yer this is that, which is 
done: to which two faults may be 
toyned a third, perhaps the moſt con- 
fiderables vis, That Children are 
made to paſs from Rhetorick to Phils- 
{phy. There they remain two yeares; 
during which time they are ſpoken to 
and are made to ſpeak ina Language, 
thatis neither French nor Latin, 
There is almoſt no Latin in ir, bur 
the Terminations of words : certain- 
ly you can find nothing of true La- 
tinity there, I ſee nothing more capable 
to make them forger Latin, than 
this Philoſophical Latin; and I am 
perſwaded, that it maketh them loſe 
more che ttve guſt of it, than the 
Tongue, of all orhers moſt remote 
from Latin, Andyet it would be 
| Tk = voy 


XUN 


the Latin Tongue by Uſe alone. 25 . 


| very eaſy ro teach them the ſame 


things in the true purity of that 
Tongue, There is nothing more ac- 
curate nor more acute in all Zogzck, 
than in the Academick Queſtions of 
Cicero; there is nothing greater nor 
ſublimer in the Morals , than in the 
Entertainments of Tu{cu/vm, in the 
Books of Good and 1/1, and inthoſe 
of the Dnties of the Cizil Life: There 
is nothing more exact in Natural Phj- 
lofophy , than in the Books of the Na- 
rure of the Gods, and the Frag- 
ment of the TraduQion of Times 
by the ſame Author. Ina word, Iam 
perſwaded, that ifone had amind to 
copy with attention thoſe Originals, 
one might find matter and forme to 
frame thence a very dogmatical, ve- 
ry clear, and very Latine Philoſo- 
Phy. 

It is now eafie to conclude from 
all that haeh been ſaid, rhat one 
learns in the common Schooles very 

| T8 little 
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lite Latin with great pain and with | 
oreat expence of time - To which 
may be added , That children forger 
the beſt part of what they knew be- 
fore they entred chem, which is, 
their own Mother-tongue and the 
Writing thereof , and that they faile 
ro learn what they might have learnt | 
all that time, they have beſtow'd up- 
on a little Latin. 

If now we ſhall put it into the 
ballance, on one fide, the little that 
is gain'd, the much that is loſt , and 
that might alſo have been acquired, } 
and on the other fide, the Uſes, chat [ 
one may propoſe to one's ſelf in the 
Learning of that Language, I doe 
not doubt but it will appear too coſt- 
ly at that tate, and that all will ac- 
knowledg, it were better for the Orea- | 


teſt number of thoſe, who hs i it, 
not to know itar all , thanto know 
it, even perfectly , at that price and 
on thoſe conditions, which have been } 
Giſcourſed of, 'T is | 
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, | *Tis true, that one might learn it 
-'l | by Rules with more eaſe, in leſs 
{| time, and more perfectly 3 firſt, by 
©" | giveing the Rules (e. g, in French , 
*» | and in a ſmaller number : ſccondly,by 
le making the Learners to tranflateour 
Ks of Latin into French, and not out of 

| French into Latin, bur atter a long 
"| uſe of Latin Authors: thirdly, in 
- delivering unto them in #r#e Latin 


whateyer appertains to Philoſophy, 
4 | But 1 doe not think, that by thoſe 
things you ſhall ever equall the ſhort- 


b neſs, nor the eaſineſs , nor the per- 
- | fection, which proceed from Uſe and 
Converſe alone, 


CHAP 


ad "I 
"BE CSIR ET TIEN fs , 
- Es Seton 


28 Anew wayof Teaching Thildzen | 


—_——_— 


FO —— 


CHAP. YV. 


P* Examen of the Way here 
propoſed: 


O be perſwaded of the fitneſs 

thereof , weneed no more but 
conſider the ConduR, that hath been 
uſed in the Teaching of this Infant, 
as I have colled&ed ir from the ſeve- 
rall Conferences, had by me with 
its Maſters, and as itis to be obſer- 
ved hereafter. 

The Child was but twenty and 
two Months of Age, when they un- 
derrook it, upon its being wean'd 
from the breaſt, They need not be 
taken in hand younger, Ir is advi- 
fable to ſtay, trill their health be 
ſomewhat confirm'd in the Change 
of Dyer; you may therefore ſtay rill 
they have 25, or 26 Months, 'Tis 

not 
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not material, if they have learnt of 
their Nurſes ſome words of their 
Mother-tongue ; that will be ſoon 
forgot, as Experience ſhows. | 

Thoſe, that have bred up this In- 
fant, were vety ready to undertake 
afterwards two others , the one of 
which had 3x. Months, and ſpake 
many words of our Language; but 
they both forgot all they knew of it, 
within 2,0r 3, weeks, I have ſeen 
the firſt , who ina Months time had 
learnt ſo much Latin, as he had known 
French ; and-1 ſaw alſo the other, 
whoin 5, weeks had learnt coſpeak 
much more Latin, than before he 
could ſay words in his Mother-tongue, 
T here is always with them one of 
their Maſters , and the biggeſt of the 
three Children ſerves in a manner 
| fora third Maſter to the other two, 

The Servants, that take care of them, 

xnow ſo much Latin, as needs to 
| ſpeak to them, and to correc them, 
| waen 
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when they ſpeak amiſs in familiar 
matters, The fiiſt of them hath 
been this brought up till he was 4, 
years of age; and his Maſters now 
begin to pur him to learn French ; 
therein following the Conduct of 
Drintilian , who was not for being 
ſuperſtitiouſly tryed from teaching 
Children for a long time no other 
Tongue but the Greek, bur adviſ'd, 
that the learning of the Latin ſhould 
ſoon follow after, and ſo both Lan- 

guages be cultivated together, . 
This cannot want good fſacceſs. 
Nor is it to be fear'd , that the two 
Langu: ges will be confonnded.,fince, | 
beſides the Example of the Romans, | | 
who obſerv'd that praiſe , we have | | 
alſo that of ſome modern Nations, | 
that are not repated to have more || | 
wit, than We, among whom Chil- | 
dren learn at the ſame time, at leaſt | 
two Languages very different: As | | 
the Children of Conſtantizople, who 
learn | 


_ 
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| 

r | learn the vulgar Greek and Turkiſh; 
h | and thoſeof the Sxiſſes of Vewcaftel 5 
; 

V 


and almoſt all Flemmzines , who, be- 
ſides the Dutchand French,learn very 
; | oftenthe Spaniſh and Latin roo, 

f This Conſideration may put us 
o | upon the thoughts to teach Latin 
o | after this way not only {ach Children 
Ti 
| 
d 


as know not yet any Language, but 
alſo thoſe , that doe already (peak 
their Mother-tong , viz. by putting 
them among thoſe, who ſpeak no- 
thing bur Latzn 5 it there were nor 
. | ſome danger of confounding and re- 
> | tarding thoſe, who are yet weak in 
| | this Language, Bur this Confuſion 
may be prevented ; fir# , by forbid- 
2 | ding thoſe Children , that are already 

capable of reaſon , to ſpeak rheir Mo- 

ther-rong inthe preſence of rhe other 

lefler children allowing certain houres 

for entertaining them in their Mother- 

trong, Secondly, by taking of thoſe 
; Children, able co ſpeak their Mother- 
| rongue 
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rongue , bur one at a time,that ſo the 
inability , which ſhall be in all the 
reſt, of anſwering him, when he 
ſhall ſpeak ro them in his Language, 
may oblige him to ſtrive to ſpeak to 
them in theirs; with the reſerve of 
giveing him a Companion , when he 
ſhall have  gain'd an equal habit in 
both Tongues, Anil as thoſe, thar 
know nothing bur their Mother- 
_ tongue, ſhall have been taught by 
the Converſation of thoſe, who ſpeak 
nothing but Latiz; ſo might alſo 
\uch, as know nothing but Latiz, 
be inſtructed by the Converſation of 
thoſe, that know their Mother- 
cong ; diſtinguiſhing the hours,when 


it ſhould be permitted to ſpeak the | 


Mother-tongue, from thoſe, . when 

it ſhould be allow'd to ſpeak Latzy. 
And this might be carried ſo farr, 
as to make even perſons advanced in 
Age capable to learn the Latin 
Tongue: which might be done by 
putting 
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putting together many Men able in 
that Language , who thould make, 
as *twere , a little Latin Republick : 
Which would be very eafte., if the 
King , who hath done fo many great 
and difficult things, would think 
fit to iſſue his Orders for it, which 
perhaps would be none of the .leaft 
Objects, that his Majeſty could pro- 
poſe to himſelf; as may appear by che 
ſequele of this Writting, 

This is the whole Myftery of this 
Inſtruction, in what regards the ſtu- 
dy of the Latiz Tong : Upon which 
may be made thefollowing refle&i- 
ons, 
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CHAP, VI. 


Reflections upon this Way ; 
and firſt that it 1s eaſe. 


"TD Here is nothing in the world 
more Eaſfte for Children, than 

to learn LZatiz this way. It is ſo 
natural, to defire ro underſtand what 
others ſay, and to make them un- 
derſtand our choughts, that *ris im- 
poſſible, but Children will have a 
Rrong bent of themſelves to learn 
that Language, which is ſpoken in 
cheir preſence, As this Tongue mix- 
eth it ſelf in all their divertiſements, 
in all their wants, they ſtrive of 
their own accord to learn the ſame, 
They doe not ſo much as 7hink to 
learn it, and even that maketh them 
learn it the berter, The little boy, 
who hath miniſtred che ——_ 
this 
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— | this Writius, could nor, two 
monthes a goe, fay the Pater offer 
without failing and hefitating , how 
preat Care ſoever had been taken to 
repeate it to him for two years, Mean 
time he hath learnta great number 
of Words and Infletions ; of which 
1d} he hath made himſelf maſter with- 
ant our any body's taking any other care, 
ſo] bur of ſpeaking co and anſwering him, 
atÞ He hath never been threarn'd nor 
nf puniſh'd co learn this Language: which 
N-F is of no ſmal importance, Theex- 
a( clamations, menaces , and punith- 
nf ments, are not only prefenc evils, 
nf which Humanity requireth ſhould be 
- | fpar'd as much as is poſſible ; but 
, | they are alſo Sources of evils, which 
f | Pradence oblieges to prevent, No- 
, | thing ſtreitens the Heart like Fear 
Of and Grief, and I- know not, to 
1 | which of theſe two, the Soule ot 
» | the Body; thoſe two paſhons ate 
| moſt contrary, The tediotiſneſs of 
D 2. leathing 
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learning a leſſon one loves not, the 
tear of being punifh'e if one ſay it 
ill, the frettulneſs for haveing been 
puniſh't, keep Children always al. 
larm'd, and make them looſe a great 
part of that Ingenuity , Cheerfulneſ 
and Frankneſs, they have, inan Age, 
wherein nothing more ſhould be 
thought on, thanto confirm thei 
health, by fo:ming them ar the ſame 
time to an innocent gayneſs, to a 
confidence in thoſe, who have the 
condue of them , to a freedome from 
choller, to a loveof their duty,and 
£0 a coufideration, from the condu 
uſed towards them , that Hexeſty and 


T*{tice in all things are the only good, 


which Men pur a value upon, 

The beſt means: to fink into the 
Minds of Children this Maxime(which 
's more 1mportant to Society, than 
all the Languages of the world )is to 
accuſtome them not to be puniſht, 


25 near as may be, but for actions | 


repugnant 


— 


Eo rerun. 


the Latin Tongue by Uſe alone. 73 


repugnant to Iuſtice, And that will 
not only ſerve to cauſe them to make 
a great diſtinion of thoie kinds of 
duties, bur alſo to bind them the 
more to the obſervance of them, in 
that the puniſhments becoming 
more rare, bo accuſtom themſelves 


leſs to, and are the more ſenſible of 
them. This is not ſaid,as if we wete 
not oblig'd, ſometimes to chaſtiſe 
them for other faults 3 but it is as 
well the ſurer. as the better, not 
to put our telvyes upon a neceſſity of 
multiplying thoſe kinds of chaftife- 
ments; and no man can doubt that 
they are cut off, when the Rulev of 
the Latin Tongue are fo, : 
You may make Children under- 
ſtand reaſon in other, even painful], 
things, as the learning to Read, and - 
to Write &c, and you may cauſe 
them even to be defirous of it. Now 
if this be of conſequence for Chil 
' dren of a middle condition, 'tis the 
D 3 more 
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fy, or for Deſcriptions &c, Far- 


more fo for thoſe of Grandees, in 
whom the difficulty of learning thoſe 
things is an almoſt invincible obſtacle 
to learn chem, although the know- 
ledg thereof is lirtle leſs neceſſary tg 
them, 
It is therefore yery eafje to teach 
them the Zatin Tongue after this 
manner, and there is a great advan- 
rage in this eaſineſs, Burt it is not 
eafie ro know as much Latinas needs, 
ro entertaine them with that latitude 
and freedom , which is requiſite, You 


muſt know to play, and ro ſpeak ſeri- | 


ouſly in Latin; to entertaine them 
during the two fiſt two years with 
whatever may be incidentin the moſt 
familiar diſcourſes; which extends 
farther then one is aware of, After- 
wards , to forme their Manners, and 
ro t:y their ynderſtanding for emp!loy- 
ing it in what 'tis capable of , whe- 
ther it be for Reaſoning , or for Hiſt- 


ther 
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ther to increaſe inſenfibly this liccle 


| ſtock, to runthrough the moſt ordi- 


nary Arts, and touſein their preſence 
the general terms thereof, and to 
ſpeak all with that franknefs and bre- 
vity, which is ſo peculiar to that 
Tonguc,aind to ſay nothing but what's 
exat both for the Words and the 
Matter, 

Ic is to be wilh'd , that al! theſe 
things may concurr for this Latis 


—_—_ 


converſe with Children , and for ma- | 


king them ſpeak according to their 


| capacity, and with all deftrable free- 


dom, This is difficule enoygh 
in general , becauſe 'cis nor eafy ro 
fiad many , that well vnderſtand even 
their Mother-tongne to thar extent 
and fo particylariy ; and becauſe in 
the Latzs there are difficulty's ra be 
met with, that are not found in the 
vulgar Tongues, Habirs, Utenſils, 
Manners , Politicks, Government , 


- | Religion, &c, having been chang- 
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ged,, and ſome Arts invented, ſince | 
the Latin Tongue hath-ceaſ'd to be 
Vulg-r, 'tis hard enough to know, 
how to expres all thoſe things in that 
Language. Yet'tis cettaine, that we 
find many things iu Antiquity, which 
have a great affinitie with our No- 
velties, and that , when we-find none 
ſuch, we muft be allow'd to form 
words after the model and by the A- 
nalogy of what is antient. And this 
hath been very well obſerved by thoſe, 
_ that have inſtructed this Infant. Bur 
we doe not find our ſelves often in that 
neceſſity : For, the: Latiz Tongue 
_ reacheth farther than we imagine 
there is almoſt nothing , which is not 
found expreſs'd in Books ; and to be 
convinced'of that, we need but caſt 
our Eyes upon Terexce.Plantws, Pliny, 
Columelli, Cicero, and Inſtinian, * For 
there ' is almoſt nothing , whether 
great or {mall, common or-particu- 
lar, which may not be found in thoſe 
Authors, ++ CHAP, 
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CAHP.VIL 
That this way 75 Short. 


—_————— 


T jcannot be otherwiſe, but thar 
{ chis mannerof Teaching £at/z muſt 
be Short , ſince itis ſo Eaſte, Burir 
will not be amiſle to confider , How 
much *tis ſhorter than the Ordinary me- 
thod,and how important it is,not to 
employ much time in Leatning Latir. 

This little Boy hath 'learnr all he 
knows within-the ſpace of two yeares, 
viz, from two years old to four; and - 
he would know more, ifa Child of 
that age were capable to underſtand 


| more Things, But 'tis moraly cer- 


tain, that-excepting the particular 
Terms of Arts and Sciences , he may 
know all the reſt before he ſhall have 
attain'd the Ageof Nye years : which 
will be bur S7x yeares in all, Du- 


" ring which time one midy teach this: 


Child 


32 Anewlvayof Teaching Childzen 


Child, and any other, as many | 
Things, as he thall be able ro com- | | 
poo in ſo ſmall a time; ſo as the | 
Language, which he learns, ſhall | 
cake up no time, nor retard atall the 
other knowledge , you ſhall inſtill in- | - 
to him, Towhich if you add, that | 
all thac, which one could have done | | 
during all that rime, would have been | : 
to teach him the ſame things, (e.g.) | 
in French ; it will follow, that the 
knowledge of the Zetin Tongue wall 
coſt him no more , but ſo much time 
preciſely,as he ſhall employ to iearn ſa ; 
much French,as one knows of it at the 
going out of the Colledge, But now , 
I think not, it can be denied, thar 
2 Child , altogether left at the Age 
of nine years to his Mother-tongue , 
may. not learne in two years at leaſt 
as much French, as one knows of it | | 
at the going out of the Claffes or | | 
Forms at the Age of 15, or 16 | | 
yeares, Thusthe Latin will coſt bi: [ | 
| ue. 
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but two years; and it may be; it will 


coſt him much leſs, For, having been 


co ſeerhis litcle Boy fince the Wri- 
ting of this, I have found , that he 
knows already a great many French 
words , which he takes delight to 
ſpeak, and that he will find a great. 
facifity in learning the ret, when it 
ſhall be deſired, This being fo, it 
may: be affirm'd , that che Latiz will 
almoſt take up none of his time, 
fince he will nor learne the leſs Frenchy 
and that he will iacreaſe the knows 


1 ledgof the Zi» Tongue in thefame 


time, that ſhall be given him to 
learne French, and alſo that he will 
not the lefs know all ſorts of other 
chings, 

'Tis certaine therefore, that this 
Way of Learning Latiz is farr ſhor- 
ter then any other : which advantage 
is by ſo much the more conſiderable 
in this preſent Age, becauſe not on- 


| iy Hiſtories increaſe every day, but 


there 
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there arealſo invented many new Arts - 
and Practſes ; it being obſery'd, that 
there hath been added more to the 
Arts and Inventions of the Antients 
within theſe laſt hundred years, than 
hath been done for Fourteen hun- 
dred yeares before, But, foraſmuch 
as the Life of Men is not longer now, 
than it hath been before , it will be 
more neceſſary than eyer , to redeem 
from that time, which hath been 
ſpent in the Learning of Languages , 
a portion to learn what 1s more impot- 
tant ; eſpecially if that ſaving of time F 
hinder us not from knowing as well 
the Tongues by. this ſhort way, as 
by that, which hatch been follow'd 
hitherto, "Abo, 


F 


CHAP. | 
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CHAP, VIII. 


What it 4s ,- to know a Lan- 
gnace; and what this Way 
can contribute to tie 


knowledg of the 
Latin Tongne. 


]Ow fince tis infaliible, that che 

N Latin Tongue is betrer to be 

learned by Vſe alone ,than by al] the 

Rules whatſoever, we ſhall, the 

better to underſtand this , explain. . 

what is meant by ſe, and by wk. 
knowing a Langnage, 

I mean by well knowing a Languare ' 
(to begin with that) to ſpeak it ex- 
{| aRtly andreadily, and with that ex- 

tent, as to ſpeak of all that falls un- 
_ der common diſcourſe, that.is, of 
publick and private affairs , _ of the 
__ vulgar 


46 Anew way of Teaching Childzen 


vulgar Arts, and of what is common 
in them all, The Zxafneſs com- 
prehends not only the Inflexions and 


Copſtrictions, fo as to commit no 


fault there, but alſo the Propriety of 
the Words, And it ſuppoſes on one 
part , along cuſtome for the ſaid In- 
flecions and conſtruRtions ; and on 
the other, a great Choice of the fit- 
reſt v ords3 which choice ſappoſes a 
Copiouſneſs: And from both theſe, 
vis, Habit, and Cepionſneſs arifeth 
Facility and Readineſs, And this I 
call the knewine of a Language. 

By ©ſeI underſtand the Habit one 
acquireth both by the Reading of 
Authors, und a diſcourſe in Con- 
verſation, 

Now we are to examine , Whe- 
ther it be true , that ©ſe alone, thus 
underſtood, is able to contributeſo 
much as is affirm'd, to make one 
ſpeak a Language with that exact- 
neſs, fulneſs, and facility, | 

The 


| 


2 - 
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| ThePlenty of words, and the Ha- F 
\ bir a man hath ro turn and to place 
them , doe ſerve much to ſpeak with 
exactneſs, Without this copiouſneſs 
and this habit, a man muft often he- 
fatare, ſtop, and be filenc : Andal- 
though in ſuch Accidents there is no 
failour as to exaQneſs, foraſmuch as 
a man is ſilent , that he may not ſpeak 
yl; Yer,as wecannot ſay , that a man 
ſpeaks, when he is neceffirated to be 
fo. ſo we cannot ſay, that ſuch 
an one ſpeaks exactly. 

'  Nowas to the Extent , it cannot 
be denied, that Vſe renders it more 
large, when it begins with Infancy, 
than when it begins later, For, as 
we cannot educate a Child unto the 
age of 8. years, without telling it ma- 
ny things , without entring with the 
ſame inco many Colloquies, withour 
reaſoning upon many accidents 3 laſt» 
ly without deſcribing co it an infinity 

| of things , that occurr in daily con- 

vers 
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- -versz "tis certaine, that it is impoſſ- 


ble; bur the Child muſt be initiated ! k 


-1nall thoſe things, and imitate them 
upon occaſion; in a word., it muſt 
hear and ſpeak of many things, which 
are not ſpoken of in Schools, yet 
fo as not to faile to hear alſo of thoſe 
matters , that may be there ſpoken 
of.as farr as they are of uſe, And this | 
is, what reſpedts perſonal Converſe, 
But as to Authors, 'tis likewiſe 
certaine, that the Child may be 
much more furniſht , our way, with 
whart they can contribute to the know- 
ledge of a Language, The eldeſt of 
theſe Children, we ſpeak of , reads 
Phedro , and underſtands of him all 
that is not-above the reach of a Child, 
and it will underſtand very well at the 


a 
= 


age of ſx years, (at the lateſt, 
what Children commonly underftand 
not at the age of twelve, As there- 
fore a Child, raught by Uſe , may 


employ in Reading all the time, thar |. 
is |, 


-theLatfn Ton 


art,to expreſsdifferenc rhings, (which, 
== W- b 


is ordinarily employ 'd in the Grammar 


Smoot Menmnes (anther 


it at the ſame rime 


may together wit 
have all theſe advantages:, viz,''To 
read ' Authors ſooner by fosr years , 
to underſtand them ſooner by rex,and 
coatingally to beſtow rwice mote:time 
upon. them , thati orhers. can':doe; 
eveh then, wheh:they ' begin: ro:be 
moſt :aſed to' this:' Langbage.-rhav 
is, from- the age of cwelye Years 10: 
that; when they "come our ofthe: 
Colledge, Thus: he ſhalt haye read 


_ all che-£atin Authors: of all Profeſſi- 


ohs -and-Arts Withitt'the time;::thae 
thoſe; who haye:beeninſtrutedafcer 
the common way, / ſhall have--beerf 
able but ro read: ſore few ſcraps: of: 
Orators , Hiſtotians -and Poets, | + ': 

Ie 'cantot be ,: bur that this mwult-: 
titade of: things read and und&rſtood;. 
whictr ſerves 10 much to. inſtill to} 
the thetmoty the ternes of .<fferew# 


0 
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is that, we call .Extext) muſtalſo-in- ſti}! 
into the!ſame,many different terms and 
ways toexrepſs the ſame thing; which 
is : that, we call — ry 

 Laſtly'tis impoſhible , but that the 
habit, . we take from our Birth, and 
continue for 6, or $.' yeares , and en- 
certaine B.. or. 9, yeares more, and 
- which hath no other bounds during all 
thattime, butofſuch things as make 
up the conyerſe of civil men, muſt 
be: incomparably larger and ſtronger, 
than that which we begin bur to rake 
ac the age of 14, or x5. yeares, and 
which we continue but for 3, or 4. 
yeares, which alſo is much interrupted 
during _that little time; and is bounded 
by a ſtile of Rhetorick,and by matters 
of a Philoſophical nature, Nor thar 
Children are not, made to venture ar 
ſpeaking Latin even in the loweſt 
Forms, and even in the playes they 
diyert themſelves with in publick on 
their play-dayes ; but we all RO, 
| ' that 


———_. 


_- 


— 


mm FI .» 7X f ' | 
eheLatin Torigne by Uſe aldne,. 51 
———mnr—— — c—_— lt WY 7 ———————_ was” 


CC T— Oren” 


that all that:goes-not beyond 20! of 
* 30, phraſes; and+ that the neceſſicy 
impos'd-on-them iro ſpeak: Latib, is 
ſo diſpleaſing to them,thar it injures 
them more ,*(by :accuſtoming: them 
co'il{ manners',” and by draining, as 
ewere,' their anderſtanding-by :the 
cuſtorne of nor=thinking , which-fol- 
lows-that of- not ſpexking , )/than ir 
car advantage them by — 
them of a few''Latin words, whic 
they' have alwayes upon their lips, 
ahd beſides which they canſpeakno- 
thing but they commir abundance- of 
eroſs faults, Thus indeed they are 
not-in a condition 'of ſpeaking +La- 
tin; byt when they are entred in Rhe- 
foricks. and then they exerciſe them- 
ſelves more in Writing than Speaking. 
This Exerciſe laſts. nor bur two years, 
iter which they enter into - Philo- 
ſophy, where indeed they - ſpeak 


more than they: write , bur-:all know, 
how” they ſpeak there,” and. what 
E 2, is 


is.t0-be. hoped- from thence, /,, \, | 

Theſe are the Adyantages bf this 
Educatipn: above-the received com- 
mon ene; viz, Tolearn mere eaſily, 
in leſs t5we.,, and more perfectly. And 
theſe 3. advantages arenotonly con- 
fiderable in themſelves, but they;are 
more ſo in their [exte»t-;;: incein the 
one way., we learn with. the greateſt 
facility. the world:, -. what in the 
other cannot be learnt but, with 
the greateſt difficulties 5 and fince 


the A ro learnour yay, | _ 
up one of the conſiderableſt portions | 
of our life ; and laſtly ſince there is | 


is valued 2lmoft nothing in the life 
of man, whereas that, which is 
ſpent in the other -method , cakerh 


no compariſon between the perfec- 
tion, that may be. acquir'd by Uſe a- 
lone,and that little knowledge, which 
| the Rales doe giue us. ; 

But how great:ſoeverthe Adyans 


Out 
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Me 


tages ate', which we may propoſe to. 
| / 


$3 


our! ſelves in ehis Education by "TA 


there-are ſome Tmconveniences: which 


weimuſt not- conteale , and' which de- 
ſerve to be examin'd, | wy 
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CHAP. IX," 


The Inconveniences of this Way 

of Teaching Latin, 1.- That 
. Mothers ſhall wor "under- 
| Fond their, own Children. 
. What reſpect we axe to. have 
' to this Inconvenience: 


1 Ic may. . be reckon'd toi an un- 
weokdeble Inconvenience, that Chil- 
dren know not their Mother-rongue 
for fome years, Their Parents, thar 
know no Latiz,-are all that while de- 


priv'd. of the pleaſure of being diver- 
-red by the pretty Babes, 
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\ Firſt This is; nothing to; thoſe, | 


that. have. no Children.,;-or that-have 
many ,'-or that love;;them but indif- 
ferently, But I know that -ſome 
perſons , otherwiſe very rational, in- 
cending to have their Children in- 
ſtructed this way, ,and. having been 
ſatisfi'd as'ro ſome'"other difficulties, 
could not oyercome this, In the 
mean "time. it appears:-not' reaſohzble 
to me. For,beſides that they ſhould 
conſider ,, that:tha;Creator and Lord 
of all chings does not give us our Chil- 
dren for Puppets, to play anJ divert- 
ourſelves 'with , without ſeeking and 
procuring,.their true-good and wel- 
farez they ought alſo ro conſider, that 
the ; delight, which. thoſe Children 
give)us:im ſo tender;:an age;, can be 
but-very ſlight and tranſitory ,, where- 
2s the;pleaſure of. a good: Education 
is rationat, | ſolid; :andlaſting as-long 
as we live:: Again: .that the. beſt 
teſtimony, - they can-give to them-" 
TL '? ſelyes 
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felves and to others of a genuineaf- 
feQion/' to their: Children , is, the 


care they ſhall take to prevent their 


ill, aad trouble ; -threatnings and pain, 
reares', 'vexation; and ſubjeRion 5; to 


all which another 'Education [may 


ſybje&'them : Further, that aratio- 
nal Love obligeth them to prefetr 
to an indiſcreet fondneſs the great be- 
nefics, which” their- Children 'may 
reape from thence; and that , if they 
will have no regard-to reaſon nor true 
and durable contentment, they ought 
at "leaſt co conſider , that this ſilence 
of their Children-to them will not 
laſt but from their ſecond to' their 


fourth year of age, and thar then | 


they, may begin to learve their” Mo- 
ther tongue,and after they are confir- 
m'd in "the Zatiz;they may then keep 
them at home , and not loofe them 
out of their fight, Theſe Confide- 
rations ought, me thinks, to prevaile 


> foas ta render Mothers reaſonable in 


F 4. this 


this point; and eſpecially :the-laſts 
For it- muſt be a very blind affedtion, 
' not;to-be able to feprive-on's {elf of 
the-;contentment-;to ſee a Child, by 
committing. it ior a:yeare or.two to 
the:truſt of ſome vertuous, civil; and 
rational. perſon}! afrer we havewich- 
Out. trouble abandon'd. them for two 
whole yeares toa;Nuiſe , which com- 
monly: hath neitheri moderation; nor 
civility , nor ſtore-+:of tenderneſs in 
what. concerns;the rational: care,. due 
$0. children, - :;:1::- b 1807 


'| 


" 


Bn we may qdde:here, that Mo- | 
thers 'might beczndulged in; the: fond- 
neſs; te their Childten:, ſo farr'as.to 
let. chem ſee-them; ſometimes: with- 
out' any danger of. hindring ar:ſpoy- 
ling; their LZatis. -:An hour of. inter- 
ruption. will nog _ſenfibly alter a cul- 
tome - already taken; and I ſee, that 
Experience hath put thoſe; whoe- 
gucate. ſuch Ghnldren, above this 
{cruple;{ince they permit their Parents | 


"al 
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| ro ſee: them 2s often as they can 
E Mp defire, 


 remned PF 


CHAP. þ 240 


That Children his infiraSich 
ſhall kinw leſs their Mother- 
tongute., The miſtake in appre- 


envy fon an InconventHce, 


1, T: may: be feared! : char if Chil 
7 dren!:ſhould learti'Zatin = 
they would 'leſs know rhe Tor 

of theit -nirive Contry, thanift 

had learnt that firſt, - "This inconve=- 
nience wotild: indeed- be confi derable, 
fince *tis ittiportant to know our Ma- 
ther-rofgue as perfeRtly , ' as is poſſi-. 
ble. -Brk itis to be confi der'ds 'L. 
That rhe Rohpans did' riot the leſsper- 
feRly learti G#eekin Greece , although 
, they had learnt their own Tongnea 
Jong 
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long time before they underſtood a 


word of Greek, 2, That the Childem, | 


which are carried into ferraign Con- 
tr'ys at the age of 9. or 10, years, 


there to learn the Language, doe | 


not the leſs perfetly learn it, al- 
though they. have ſpoken their Mo- 
ther-tongue; for 8, or 9. yeares to- 
gether, 3, That the Habit , which 
Mentagne had acquired in the Zatir 
Tongue, did not hinder him from 
learning to ſpeak French as well as 
any man of his time, nor from | be- 
ing a Pattern to one of the moſt e- 
loquent -men of his time, and who 
hath follow'd cloſeſt che Eloquence 
of the Antients, 5. 
After theſe experiments , which 


are over-ſufficient to ſhew, that we 


ſhall not the lefs know our Mother- 
tongue for haying learnt Zatin firſt ; 
it..is needleſs to ſay., That the Za- 


tin T ongue, being incomparably more 
diftcult chag-our own, 'tis themore | 


fit 


be wk fre @ in En, @ 


= 
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| leiſure eo apply ourſelves more to ir, 
than 
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fig to be learnt .firſt of..all.. Ic. will 


faffice to conlider , that Nuintilien, 
exbþrting the ;jRowaens to learn Greek 
by Uſe alone. :a2d. in their Infancy, 


miceks nor''toalledg, Thar the Greek 


isi much more difficult than. the Za- 
tin3 : which--though he could have 
proved very: eafily and irrefragably , 
yet. he loved rather , to doeit by this 
only 'reaſon 3: viz. That the Latin 
Tongue being at Rome more generally 
in uſe thay the Greek, it would ſink 
into the memory , whether one would 
or 20, 

We muſt therefore not think, that 
this Preference, we give to the Za- 
tin, will hinder us in the knowledg 
of our Mother-rongaue. On the con- 
trary, tis eafie to fore-ſee, that 
this is one of the greateſt advantages 
of this way of teaching , that it con- 
tributes mach to the knowledg of 
our Mother-tongue, by giving us 


Mad ae edt eta tn, it. 
{ 
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" than we could doe, -if we learge Bu. | 
tin by Rules, For, 'Children-ſhall | 
be able.to read and: ſpeak the Lan. 
guage of their Conati9n:.during; che 
ſame time, whichis commonly 

In learning the Rules, and —_ 
which we are, as *twere forc'd , 

forbid them the yſe of their Mother- 
tongue, that we may.conftraine them 
to apply themſelves only to Latiy, 
-to beat that into their heads, 
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CHAP. XL 


II. That Children will haue 
nothing to doe from the ſe- 

.. venth yeare of their Age to 
. the fifteenth or ſixteenth. That 
this pretended inconvenience 

1s a trite A dwantage for reall 


knowleds. 


II VF Shonld be ſomewhat aſha- 
m'd to propoſe as an Incon- 
yenience the time ſay'd in this kind _ 
of Education ,. if this Inconvenience 
had not been very ſeriouſly propos'd 
by men otherwiſe of gqad ſenſe,and. 
who. even. take a great cate of the 
Education of their Children, They 
ſay then, that Children will have 


. a vely great Interyall-of time from 


Seaven 


62 Anew wayof Teachtng Childzett 


Seaven to Fifteen or Sixteen years,that 
one ſhall not know, what to doe 
with them, The Anſwer to begt- 
ven to this Objection , is apparent 
enough from what hath been ſajd 
already z but ic may not be amis , 
to propoſe it here at length. 


I doe not well know, how men, | 


that complaine of the Shortneſs of 
the Life of man, and who are nor 
able either to leſſen the number and 
vaſtneſs of things deſirable to be 
known, or to lengthen Life, ſhonld 
want matter to employ it, as long 
as it ſhall laſt; and how thoſe, who 
avow, that. Zatis may be learn 
till che age of ſeayen years, doubr, 
W herker there will be matter enough 
of more conſequence than the Latir 
Tong, to take vp the time from ſea- 
ven years to fifteen, For,if you be 
onely in paine, how to employ them, 
withour changing the ordinary courſe: 
of inſtructing Children in- Leaning , 


you 
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you may give them to read from time 
totime, not only ſome of the fa- 
miliar Letters or Orations of Cicero, 
asis vſual, bur alfo his Books of 
oratory, and all his Philoſophical 
Works , wherein there is ſo mach 
matter to learn and ſtudy ; beſides, 


| Quimilian , Terence, the Commen- 


caries of Ceſar, Pliny the Younger, 
Livy, Saluſt, Columella, Tacitas , 
Pliny the Elder gc. then Y7r2il.,and 
ſome ſelected parts of 0vid, Horace , 
&c, Further , the modern Hiſtories 
ans, as Cambden, Strada, Maſſexs, 
Paulus Tovins, Thuanws, &e, nor 


| to mention {0 many French Books, 


that may be recommended to their 
peruſal during that time. 

Ie cannot be doubted, but that 
thoſe and ſuch like Books will em- 
ploy a Child untill ic be 17. or 18. 
years old. 2, That ſuch employment 
will be more beneficiall co Children, 


. than the rules of the Language, 3, That 


It 
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it will be more pleaſing and delight- 
full to them. 4, That it it will proveſ 
a great eaſe to the Parents, that} 
cannot be at thecharges requiſite to 
entertaine Tutors at home; foraſ: 
much as after their Children ſhall 
have learnt the Zatin Tongue by 
Hſe alone, they may be placed in} 
Colledzes , and there applyed to read 
Authors and Books written in the 
Language of their own Country, and 
eſpecially ſuch as belong to the Hiſto- 
ry thereof , during the time, which 
other Children ſpend in the inferior 
Schools; making them give an ac- | 
count, of what they thus read, in 
the interyals of thoſe Schools, 

But as men are botn to know 0- 
ther things, befides Fables , Rhero- | 
rick and Hiſtory , and fince there is 
much knowledg more neceſſary, and 
Children are capable to be entred in 
ſuch knowledge; it will certainly be | | 


found, that that pretended Yacunm, 
how 
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how great ſoever it may appear, will 
- hardly be ſufficient co learn, whar 


a Child well born can and ought to 


know, before it is engaged in any 


Profeſſion, 

It would be the only means to e- 
quall che Antients by following their 
Example: For, they have not ſut- 

aſſed us, but inthis , that they em» 


| ployed in learning to Deſign, Arich- 


metick, Geometry, Muſick, Exer- 
ciſes, Eloquence, Philoſophy, and 


Armes, that ſame time, we ſpend - 


in learning the Rules of a Language, 


| And this was that, which made their 


Philoſophers Souldiers, {as we may 
ſee in the perſon of Socrates) and 
their Generals Orators and Philoſo- 
phers, as Xenophon, Alexander , 
Czfar, and ſo many others, _. 

It would be proper, to ſhow 
in this place, that Children are ca- 
pable to underſtand ſome of the Sc- 


ences, and even the moſt importance 
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- that moſt of the Sciences tmay be ſo | 


-of it, yet it were eaſy to fore- 


and the moſt neceſlary, For thac 
purpoſe it would ſuffice to alledge, | 
chat *tis a thing that hath been cry- 
ed , not only by the Antients, as 
eaſily appeares by reading Plato and 
Ariſtotle, where there are exprelſs 
places , but alſoby the Moderns; and} 


propoſ'd, that the ſtudy of them 
will rather be a divertiſment ; than 
2 Labor, But it will be fit ro add, 
that though we had no Zxperience 


ſee, that it would beſo , by Reaſoy, 
For thoſe, that are moſt 'tyed to the 
TTeaching of Latin by Rules, muſt 
the more grant, that they ſuppoſe, 
Children are capable to underſtand 
ther, Bur there is none of all thoſe, 
who teach Grammar, that knows not, 
that it contains, 1, The 7dezs of the 
different parts of Diſcourſe, 2, The 
Rules for eachof thoſe different parts, 
3, The Rules of their no 
Ca 
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| call'd Synraxe, They muſt there- 


fore Tudge Children capable to un- 
derſtand all that, even from the Age 
of 6. or 7. years. And indeed , is 
have known ſome of that age, who 
had paſs'd thorough all thoſe 8, parts, 


| and underſtood them, . Now Ifay; 
| that whoſoever is capable co enter in- 


ro that knowledge by that way, is 
capable alſo to enter into almoſt all 
Scienecs, eſpecially thoſe, the Object 
of which. is ſenſtble, 

I. What concerns the ideas of 


the different parts of diſcours, we 


muſt grant, that they cannot beun- 
derſtood , unleſs you make; in gexr- 
rall at lea, the diſtin&ion of Sub- 
ſtance , Accident , Place, Time, Ac- 
tion , Paſſion, and of all the Relati- 
ons, thence reſulting: which com- 
prekends that part of the Metaphy- 
fcks, we call Categories or Predt- 
caments z which we know to be very 


abſtra&, they being only invented to 
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facilitate the Mentall diſtin&ion of | 
many things, which we commonly | 
ſee confus'd in Nature. Now who | 
can doubt, but it will be more eaſy | 
to ſhow to a Child the Riſing and} 
Setting of the Sun, and Moon, and 
the other Principles of Coſmezraphy, 
which, they may be directed to ſee] 
without yexing them with Abſtra@i-| 
ons; and afterwards ro make themP 
paſs to Geography , and the other Sci- 
ences depending thereon, 
2, As to the different Infle&tions 
or Accidents of Speech, who ſees nor, 
that they depend on a thouſand eq-| 
ſtracions from Perſons , Time paſ-| 
ſed, preſent, and to come ? Thar thef 
Txfinitive comprehends in its 7dca thet 
abſtraction of all the differences 0 
Time, Numbers and Perſons * And 
that inthe Times, given to it, it i 
nevertheleſs 7nfinitine , that is, In; 
definite, becauſe it containes in its 
1dea the Abſtraction from all Perſons ? 
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Thar the diſtintion of thoſe Moods 
depends on the diſtin&tion, which is 
between the 7dea of the {imple 7x» 
dication , and that of Command, and 
Defire &rc. That the Caſes of Nouns 
are at leaſt as abſtracted, as the 
Moeads of Yerhs , and yet more diffi- 
cuit to underſtand « And this being 
ſo, who can doubt, bur a Child 
would be more capable to unders- 
ſtand Hiſtery with ſome Figures ? T hat 
the Genealozies themſelves, who 
make one ot the greateſt difficulties 
thereof , would not be more eafte to 
him, then the reducing of a Deriva- 
tive to its Primitive , call'd the In- 
yeſtigation of the Theme ; and that 
it would not be more ready to him, 
to remember, e.g, that the King is 
rhe Iſſue of Robert Count of Cler- 
mont ,, Son of St. Loxys deſcended of 
Hugh Capet , iſſued of Childebrayd 
ſon of Charles Martel, borne of the 


Matriage of Axsbert and ZBlitilae 
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Daughter of Clotaire the Firſt ; than 
ro ſay. that ſuch a Word is the third 
perſon of the ſingular number of the 
preter-plus- perfect Tenſe of the Sub- 
junRive of the Paſſive of ſuch a Verbe, 
In ſhort; there is not a Child , 
which. you may not make compre- 
hend ſooner the Demonſtration of that 
Theorem of Geometry (and of almoſt 
all others) which ſaith; 7f rwo Sides 
are equall to two Sides , and the Angle 
tothe Arnele , the whole is equall ; than 
the ſimple terms of the following 
Rule of Syntax , which may ſerve for 
an Example of many other Rules ; 
tz, It two Subftantives meet of dif- 
ferent Genders and different Perſons ; 
then the Adjeftive or Relatif of the Ply;- 
rall Number muſt agree with the more 
noble Genders and the Verbe being 
allo of the Plural, muſt aicerd with 
the mire noble Perſon , or with the laticy 
Swoſtantive; or when the $ ubflantives 
4re ef things Is animate , ihe Adjective 
s 
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is to be put in the Neater Gendre , or ti 
' znnſt agree with the later Subſtantive. 

We might therefore teach Children 
co Read and Pronounce well , (which 
is a thing very rare and neceſlary ; ) 
to Write, to caſt Accompr ; Hiſto- 
ry, Geometry , (foraſmuch as it re- 
lates to ordinary uſe; ) the Princi- 
ples of Mechanicks , the Anatomy 
of Mans the Principles of Phylick ; 
Hiſtory , and the Cuſtom and Laws 
of their Country. And theſe are the 
particulars of what may be called 
very Vſetull and very neceſſary know- 
ledge. 

It you add chereco thoſe many other 
Arts , which regard Politeneſs or ho- 
neſt Divertiſments, as the Hiſtory 
of Nature, Coſmography , Geogra- 
phy, 2 generall Scheme of Chrono- 
logy , the Hiſtory of che greateſt and 
moſt Illuftrious Nations , of the pre- 
{ent and former times ; that which ts 

| Natural and generall in Gr ammar , 
| F 4, (£0 
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{to which might be referred what 
Is particular in ever Mother-tongue,) 
the 1taliay and Spaniſh Tongues, the 


learning whereof will be rendred very | 


eaſy by knowing the Laiin; the 


Greeke , Natural Philoſophy,Muſick, | 
Engins, Perſpective, iHydraulicks , | 
the Exerciſes of the Body neceflary | 
co CivilSociety, as Dancing (as farr | 


as it ſerves to a handſome carb and 
comely behaviour , ) Riding o, Fencing, 
Swimming, and Games of wit and 
dexterity, ', Hay, all theſe things 
be added for choſe, chat are capable 
thereof {which oftner happens, than 
is imagin'd , ) or ſome of them, for 
thoſe, whoſe Genius 1s leſs ready , 
we ſhall find , without amafing Chil- 
dren in things altogether uſeleſs , 

wherewith ſo ro hl up that ſpace of 
time, that there will be many more, 
that willfind ir roo ſhort for fo many 
things, than there wil] be of tote, 
that &@s wo [0ubleo how 0 ip end TE | 
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I ſpeak not of other Arts, naving 
| already faid more than enough of ir, 


not only ro diſabuſe thoſe , whom 


| fo ſlight a reaſon ſhould dererr, bur 
| ro excite all thoſe, who know the 
{ importance of the Arts, I have ſpo- 
| ken of, to embrace with Ioy all the 
| meanes, that may be given them for 
| it, to paſs through them; a time, 
| out of which we cannot think to learn 


them bur our of ſeaſon, 
Yet T cannot abſtaine from ma- 
king herean averture to thole, thar 


. are capable of ic, We might find in 
| the Mechazicks fome very divertifing 


and very vſetull Spectacles or Sights, 
which un-tiring the minds of Chil- 
dren would fill chem with certain 
1ea's, raiſing their Imagination,and 
rendring it capable ro invent and 
produce of it felf, There are few 
Mechanical Arts, where a man of na» 
rurall encowments may not find 
much ro learn; and I believe, thare 


all 
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all choſe, who ſhall give themſelves 


the leiſure toexamine ſome of them, | 


will find, that Socrates had reaſon 
to ſay , that there are none but 47- 


tifls and Crafts-men, that really | 


know any thing, Gardening , Huſ- 
bandry, Chymiſftry, Weavins Of 
Stuffs and Tapiſfteries , Watch-making, 
Refining , Melting, Engraving, Etching, 
Stone--cutting , Wire- drawing , Dying, 
Tanning, Gunpowader-making , Salt- 
peter-making &@, will certainly fur- 

niſh young men with very pleaſing ng 
and uſetull divertiſements: And 'tis not 
ealy to conceive, what great know- 
' ledge may be drawn from thence, 
without which one cannot well en- 
ter into the Study of Naturall Phi- 
loſophy. Nothing were eaſter, than 
to ſhew the Uies thereof in particu- 
lars, and to diſpole thoſe divertife- 
ments in their n2turall order ; but thar 
this is not a place fit to crear there- 
3-4 
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The Conſequences of that ads 


pantage. I. : or the Choice of 


a P rofeſſ on. 


I, FT is therefore very advanta- 
gi0Us In it ſelf to have time 

ro enter into all that knowledg : But 
that adyantage will doubcleſs appear 
incomparably greater, if we conlt- 
y the Conſequences thereof, For 
by chat meanes we ſhould be able 

rs try the naturall Capacity of Chil- 


dren and their Inclination , by ſucceſ- 


ſively preſenting to them all choſe 
Cifferenc Principles , and all thoſe 
Arts ; among which we might chuſe 
that, to which they ſhould 'be found 
0 be moſt diſpoſ'd: Which is of 
great importance for the ſetling of men 
in Civil] Society's "SW F And 
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And the Sight thereof ought not | 


co offend thoſe, who are reſolved 
not to engage their Chil dren but 
in high Profeſſions. How worthy 
and honourable foever a Profeſſion 
be , the perſon, that is inveſted with 
it, may be bur lictle worth and of 


ſmall eſteem, if he have no niatu-} 
rall diſpoſtrion to it ; andon the con- | 


trary, he that excells in a mediocre 
condition , may render himſelt very 
confiderable, The Arts of Painting 
and Architefure are Civil and In- 
genious Profeſſions, but perhaps lels, 
honorable than that of a Zawyer, 
| yet there is no rational man, that 
would not much rather be Monſrewr 


le Brun, or Monſieur Manſard, than 


a weak Advocat, 

It would therefore be a great ad- 
vantageto youth, to be able to try 
themſelves, and to be try'd by wiſe 
men , upon the generall view , that 
ſhould be allow'd them ot ſo many, 


different 
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different Arts, Bur then, this would alſo 
be a great advantage to Arts, For 'tis 
beyond doubr,thar, if thoſe, whoſe 
Vnderſtandings have been open'd by 
Letters and Learning,did take them 
in hand, whether it were to practice 
them , oronly to take good notice of 
them, they would in a ſhojr time 
improve them, and adde to them 
many things , which elie nothing bur 
Chance would introduce, and which 
orcinarily is not introduced , bur in 
a long tiact of years, 


 m— | 


CHAP, XIII, 
Til For Manners. 


Þ A Hat General! View of 
Arts would not only 

ſerve torender men Able, bur alſo to 
make them more Honeſt and more 
Vertuous, Ir would be a means to 
keep 
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keep them from all Idlenefs ; for it | 


would prove a delightfull occupation, 
and a prevention of ſpending prerious 
time intrifles or doing ill; And who 
doubts, but that men are often our 
of humor, for want of good or in- 
nocently divertiſing employment ? 
Which happens, becauſe they are 
deftitute of knowledge , and have 
not been made ſenſible of many 
things, the underſtanding of which 
is very delio htfull and very harmleſs; 
W ho can doubr , that the Tenorance 


and inſenſibility , which i is among men. 


concerning ſuch things , is the ſourſe 
of ſo much rifling Converſation , 
_ and of ſo many ridiculous playes and 
divertiſements, which are nor rolle- 
rable bur when men are tired of ſe- 
rious buſineſs, and which yer ſo ma- 
ny make their only buſineſs , being 
redious to themſelves all their lite 
time, . and yet not underſtanding , 
that there are other things J chat may 
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be delighted ir in 2-In _ who can 
| believe, that a Man, having the 
aſe of his ſenſes, can without a Mt- 
racle forbear wiciozs pleaſures, if 
his Eyes and Eares have not been 
inured to find a ſenſible pleaſare in 
ſuch objedts, as of themſelves doe 
not lead ro vice, and it his Atind 
have not been diſpoſed ro.find plea- 
_ in things abſtracted from Mat- 

, (as are the Pure Mathematicks, } 
= in theother Sciences, that are mote 
Materiall, but ſuch as "have leſs re- 


| lation co the Objeds of the Senſes, 


which commonly are the tuine of all 
men, 

'Tis true, that all thoſe things 
will never breed Chriſtian Vertue , 
nor yet Merall yertue , becauſe thae 
lurks a ſnare an them all, and they 
may be turn'd to ill uſe; bur 1can- 
not but believe, that *tis eaſter to 


be morally honeſt wzh, than with- ' 


. o«t them, And beſides it ſeems, that 
Morall 
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Merall vertueis a diſpoſition to Chrif- 
tian vertue; ſince that, when ar length 
we are become, for example, Tem- 
perate and Iuſt , upon what motiye 
{oever, we need no more bur to 
change the Object, to render thar 
Temperance and that Tuſtice Chri#1ay, 
and that this change of Obje&, how 
impoſhble {uevyer it may ſeem to the 
ſole ſtreneth of Nature, ſeems lefs 
difficult , chan the change of Life. 
Bur *cis not only in chat , where 
this Way of inſtructing Children 


may ſerve to form their Manners ; ,| 


bur alſoherein, that it purs Children 

into a condition to returne early to 

be under the Conduct of their Fa- 

thers and Mothers, who doe love. 
and practice Chriſtian integrity, As 

there are but very few ot ſuch, we 

muſt avow, that , how great ſoever 

that advantage be, it regards but 

few perſons, 


This we would {not have under- | 


ſtood 
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ſtood , as if we derogated trom the 
Vertue of thoſe, who employ them- 
ſelves in a publick way to inſtruct Chil- 
dren; All we would ſay, is this, 

that 'tis very hard, to take parti- 
cular care of Children, that are e- 
ducated in Common; and thar,unlets 
it ſhould be thoughr fit toalcer che 
ordinary and received Method of Stu- 
dies (which perhaps would meet with 


| great difficulties from intereſt, ncapa- 


city, and humerſomneſs ) that cannot 
be done for them in Common , what 


. may be done in private; and doe 


you what you can, you ſhall never 
give them in thoſe places the Azr 
of the World, 1 mean, that under- 
ſtanding and deportment , which 
depends from a free and uninter- 
rupted manly converſe , without 
which it will be very hard tro 
mould their Spirit and their Manners. 

Bur yet we will granrt,to the comforr 


of thoſe that are not qualified nor 


'S able 
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able to educate their Children in pri- | 
vate, that they may be bred in' 
Common after a manner , which ap- 
proacies very much to this way,we 
| are giveing the Model of ; provi- 
ded that the perſons, with whom you 
entruſt them , have good Principles 
of Religion, conſtancy, gentleneſs 
and diſcrerion ; that they undertake 
not too many; and have thoſe whom 
they receive, conſtantly in their Eye; 
receiving none that are ill natur'd, or, 
if they chance to doe, preſently 
diſmiſſing them: Beſides, that they | 
be able, if not each in particular, at 
leaſt all rogether, to inſtill inco them 
by converſation the Generall Princi- 
ples of thoſe Arts and Sciences, that 
are of any Importance, 

This therefore would be one of the 
meancs, which Parents ſhould uſe 
themſclves ro form their Children to 
honeſty 2nd. good knowledge, or to | 
make thoſe, whom they ſhgll em- |: 
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ploy about them, to uſe it, This 
would indeed prove a Courſe of Philo- 
ſophy , diffuſed through all the aQti- 
ons of their lite, ani reſulting from 
the Entertaininents and Examples , 
that ſhould be given them by Spex - 
king and Acting before them, as we 
wou'd have they ſhould (peak and a&, 

This would not hinder them trom 
going to hear Orators and Philo- 
ſophers, in due time; but *cis like- 
ly they would not need it, and thar 
this domeſtick Courſe of Philoſo- 
phy, which they ſhould make with- 
out being aware of it, would be no 
leſs regular nor leſs beneficiall , nor 


| leſs compleat , than that, which 


they ſhould make in a Colledge, I 
could diſpence with my felt for 
eiving a more patticular and preciſe 
Idea, and perhaps ſhould doe better 
to forbear, in the Indgemenr of ſome 
perſons, that arenot convinced,that 


|. the merhod, wherein . Philoſophy 
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is taught, ſerves /zttlero the forming | 
of Ditcourſe, Reaſoning and Man- } 
ners , and io the knowledg of Nz- || r 
tures But if this 7dea is of nouſe to | tt: 
ſuch perſons, it will perhaps not be || < 
uſeleſs to thoſe, who are already || c; 
convinced of that truth , or are willing | d 
to be informed therein, a 
I wiſh therefore, that the Rheto- | li 

rick of Children might be made. to 
confiſt in ſeaſonable Speaking and |] #/ 
Silencez in exprefling themſelves | t 
manly , briefly, ſignificantly, and | tl 
{utably to the motions or patſions., | © 
which every thing 1s to raiſe in the | 
Spirit of Sober men; in relating and | n 
examining the reaſons of things, and | t 
valuing them according to their pre- } | 
ciſe worth; and in forming, from || 1 
rheir infancy, their Geſture and Elo- 
cution, | 1 
I would have their Zozick ro con- | | 
I 


iſt in accuſtoming them , with a few 
Rules, with many Correftions, and | 
Witl 
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with 2 conſtant Vſe of reaſoning 4- 


' right upon the moſt fiequent occur- 


rences of life , todetermine iſcldome, 
fo eſteem it an honour to yield rorea- 
ſon , ro Iudge equitably, ro ſpeak 
cheir opinion modeſtly , todiſtinuu ſh 
doubttull things from certainries , 
and the differen: degrees of probabie 
lity and evidence trom inevicence, 

I would teach them no other E- 
thicks or Morals, than ro <xerciſe 
them to ſuffer others, and to endure 
themſelves; to doe nothing in paſſt- 
on, or at leaſt ro hide rizeir paſſions 


ill chey ſhall have maſtered them ; 


not to lift rhemſelves above any man 
how poor or wicked {oever; to be- 
lieve, that ajl is 1} done, what 1s 
not done for a good «nd. 

I would have the 2:w Teſtament 
read unto them, at:er they have 
been thus prepar'd: and it might be 
mace out to them (as 't:5 not © Ciffi- 


\ cult) that whatſoever is caught and 


pic{ctibed 
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_ Eſpecially Mechanicks , 


reſcribed there, is conſonant to 
righe Reaſon, I am not only per: 
ſuaded, that thoſe Maximes, uſed in 
all cheir Converſe and in the whol: 
Condu& of their Life , would Rant 
them inſtead of Aorals, but that all 
other Morals are uſele(ls, and can 
ſerve for nothing, but to fill the 
head with vaine ſpeculations, 

After theſe things I know not, 
whether I ſhauld ſpeak of Natural 
Philoſophy; ar leaſt, this I know, 
that Children ſhould not be troubled 
but diverted therewith; and I am,| 
perſuaded, that, having been taught 
to eſteem nothing greater in the world 
than Serving God, and Doing good to 
Men, they need employ no other 
time for that knowledg , than what 
1s requiſite to ſtudy the Hiſtory of 
Nature, Mathematicks, and ſuch. 
Arts, as I have been ſpeaking of, 


Chymiſtry , 
5 / 
This Þ' 


and Anatomy, 
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© This great Art of Life , which 
Ariſtotle himſelf calls Uſefull Phile- 
ſophy , would doe the whole bufineſs, 
Upon this Principle one might pro- 
ceed with them; and it would beſo 
much the more eafie to form rhem by 
this meanes to vertue, that they ha- 
ying been bred up in the Zatiz tongue 
untill the 7th year of their Age, 
they would have been ſheltered from 
all the idle and fortiſh converſe of 
7, | meane and ſervile people, whoſe man- 
ed | ners they are elſe ſo apt to take up: 
m1 And thus they would nor cater into 
t | the world, butata time, when they 
df had already acquired ſome habit in 
of good; nor be diſcompoſed or put 
r{ out in the converſation with reaſo- 
th} nable men, as other Children are, by 
f 
| 


the 11] habic they have taken ar char 
age of being idle, or employed in 
nothing bur trifles, 
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CHAP. XIV. 
The Concluſion of ihzs Diſcoure, 


Hele are the Advantages, whic} 
| I am perſwaded may redount, 
from this way of Teaching the Lati 
Tongue, to Learning , to Arts, S::- 
| ences, Manners, a-.d the whole con: 
; duct of Life, I know nor, wherl::: 
| they be (o , as they appear to me . 
and whether I have related them iu: 
as they are; bur this 1 know, th:: 
nothing can be too much eſteem's . 
nor too weli received , that is cap:- 
ble to contribute ro things ſo impe! 
rant to humane Society, 
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r. for this reaſon. 
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